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Mickey Haller has spent all his professional life afraid that he wouldn't recognize innocence if it

stood right in front of him. But what he should have been on the watch for was evil.  Haller is a

Lincoln Lawyer, a criminal defense attorney who operates out of the backseat of his Lincoln Town

Car, traveling between the far-flung courthouses of Los Angeles to defend clients of every kind.

Bikers, con artists, drunk drivers, drug dealers - they're all on Mickey Haller's client list. For him, the

law is rarely about guilt or innocence - it's about negotiation and manipulation. Sometimes it's even

about justice. A Beverly Hills playboy arrested for attacking a woman he picked up in a bar chooses

Haller to defend him, and Mickey has his first high-paying client in years. It is a defense attorney's

dream, what they call a franchise case. And as the evidence stacks up, Haller comes to believe this

may be the easiest case of his career. Then someone close to him is murdered and Haller

discovers that his search for innocence has brought him face-to-face with evil as pure as a flame.

To escape without being burned, he must deploy every tactic, feint, and instinct in his arsenal - this

time to save his own life. The Lincoln Lawyer is a stunning display of novelistic mastery - as human,

as gripping, and as whiplash-surprising as any novel yet from the writer Publishers Weekly has

called "today's Dostoyevsky of crime literature."
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This novel is definitely on a par with the best of the fifteen stories in Michael Connelly's Harry Bosch

series; any initial disappointment that might be experienced by Bosch's fans when they discover

that Connelly has at least temporarily abandoned Harry in favor of Mickey Haller, a criminal defense



attorney whose seemingly guilty clients often benefit from police errors, will almost immediately be

replaced by the recognition that Connelly has created another character at least as complex and

interesting as Harry. Mickey's persona is almost the opposite of Harry's, for him the law is about the

art of the possible, his clients are often individuals who are down on their luck and on the wrong side

of the law. Harry concentrates on identifying the guilty in order to provide justice for the victims and

their families; Mickey is afraid that some day he will be hired to defend a client whose innocence he

will be incapable of recognizing and thus he will simply pursue the "best deal" as opposed to

throwing all his effort into gaining a "not guilty" verdict.The story opens with Mickey receiving a

telephone call from Fernando Valenzuela (no, not the pitcher, but the bail bondsman) in his office

while on his way to a court hearing for Harold Casey, a member of the Road Saints motorcycle gang

who is awaiting trial on multiple drug and weapons charges. (The Lincoln Town Car which is his

office is an integral element both in his life and also eventually becomes an important detail in the

particular case which is at the center of this story.
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